
Poetry Analysis Worksheet  
 
Title of the poem: Ode on Melancholy 
Author: John Keats 
Literal meaning: 
After you read the poem, what does the literal meaning seem to be?What is happening in 
the poem? 
The first stanza talks about the initial feeling of melancholy and tells what not to do: The 
sufferer should not “go to Lethe,” or forget their sadness; should not commit suicide; and 
should not become obsessed with objects of death and misery. The sufferer should do 
everything he can to remain aware of and alert to the depths of his suffering. 
The second stanza deals with the emotion of melancholy. When afflicted with “the 
melancholy fit,” the sufferer should instead overwhelm his sorrow with natural beauty. 
In the third stanza, the speaker explains these injunctions, saying that pleasure and pain are 
inextricably linked: Beauty must die, joy is fleeting, and the flower of pleasure is forever. The 
speaker says that the shrine of melancholy is inside the “temple of Delight,” but that it is only 
visible if one can overwhelm oneself with joy until it reveals its center of sadness. 
Imagery: 
Pick out three uses of imagery and write them below (this will most likely be a phrase or line 
from the poem), then explain what the poet is trying. to convey with this image. 

1) (2 images in 1 sentence)  
Image: “No, no, go not to Lethe, neither twist Wolf ́s-bane ” 
Meaning: This quote wants to warn someone not to go to the River Lethe neither 
twist Wolf ́s-bane, so that he or she does not suicide or hurt himself, because of 
melancholy. 

2) Image: “Not suffer thy pale forehead to be kissed by nightshade” 
Meaning: This quote explains that nobody should suffer the councecueces of 
melancholy, which one of them is to feel lonely,sad and lost, or to have thoughts of 
hurting or killing yourself, because of eating the nightshade. 

Lyric Qualities  
Describe the sound of this poem. You will use terms like: internal rhyme, rhyme scheme, 
alliteration, onomatopoeia, and repetition. Find two specific lines or elements of the poem to 
discuss. List them and then tell what you think they mean.  

1) Lyric Device: “Nor” is repeated 3 times in the 1st stanza (Alliteration) 
Meaning: He warns the person not to do certain things because if not he/she could 
get hurt or even die.  

2) Lyric Device: “Veil’d Melancholy has her sovran shrine, Though seen of none save 
him whose strenuous tongue Can burst Joy’s grape against his palate fine” (Rhyme) 
Meaning: Shrine and fine rhyme as the key meaning of the whole poem is revealed. 
Experiencing melancholy is felt best by he who has broken through happiness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Figurative Meaning  
Find at least two figurative devices and explain what they mean. You are looking for terms 
like: simile, metaphor, allusion, symbolism and personification. 

1) Figurative Device: “Beauty,” “Joy,” “Pleasure,” and “Delight” (Personification) 
Meaning: They all have the first letter in uppercase, giving them a more important 
role in the poem. Melancholy is found in beauty because it dies, along with joy and 
pleasure. Nothing is forever. 

2) Figurative Device: “Leath” (Allusion) 
Meaning: (One of the 5 rivers of Hades)The river Leath is the river of 
forgetfulness. The author does not want people to go to that river while feeling 
melancholic because people should not try to forget stuff, they need to 
experience melancholy to fully experience and enjoy happiness.  

 
Theme  
What do you think is the message of this poem? 
We think that the message of this poem is that people by being aware of death should 
appreciate their life and the world in which they live. 
Why do you think this is the message? Give at least two reasons from the poem—these 
should be answers you’ve already written on this sheet. 
Our first reason why we think that this is the message of this poem is that maybe the author 
had already been through this type of feelings and thoughts, so he wants to give advice and 
to aware other people how not to deal with melancholy. 
Our second reason is that maybe he wanted to tell people that life is beautiful and that we 
don't have to waste it only because of feelings and thoughts. Maybe he wants to tell us that 
during our lives we are going to pass through difficult moments, but we have to resist 
because then we are going to be rewarded. 
Personal Response  
Did you like this poem? Why/Why not? 
We liked this poem because it is full of emotions, and probably there may be some people 
can relate to these feelings. Also because it gives you a reason to live. 


